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improbable. All that can be said with certainty is, that
Ya'qub b. Killis was already present at the court of Kafur,
the ruler of Egypt,1 in the year 355,'966, and it may be
presumed that he had been living in Egypt for some years
prior to that date.
With Kafur in Egypt
At any rate, Yaequb b. Tvillis succeeded in establishing
himself after only a brief sojourn in Fustat. As in ar-Ramla, he
began as a merchant,2 and in this capacity soon entered into
business relations with Kafur, for whom, he discharged various
commissions. He thus rose rapidly to the position of a sort
of purveyor to the court, and became known as a " merchant
of Kafur IJ.3
"We gain a valuable insight into the economic and financial
organization of the country from the information that
Kafur paid for the wares delivered by Yaequb b. "flr-mia not
in cash but in orders on villages or estates of Egypt. As
a result YVqub b. T^illis had to make frequent visits to these
various estates and so grew familiar with rural conditions
(<JL^ -A-^b- He soon became the recognized authority on the
agricultural situation, and is stated by Maqrizd always to have
been ready with reliable information " when questioned on the
state or extent of the crops in the districts, or on the internal
or external affairs of the villages ",4 Thanks to this
qualification his undertakings flourished, and he began to
accumulate wealth.
All this time, it appears, he had been dealing only
indirectly with the court. However, his reputation for
ability, cleverness, and trustworthiness reached Kafur
himself, who " was astonished by it *'.4 It would seem that
Kafur was looking for just such a man in order to take hfm
into the service of the state. Be that as it may, his official
1 Cf. Enc. IsL, s.v. Kafur.
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